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yeu kaven®t taken a close look [ately at the residential and
I busimess propertics on Chicage's South Side, you may be

pleasanily surprised at what vou find, And accardmg to one
master consultant who has seen several projects grow from the
drawimng board 10 bricks, mortar and satisfied customers, “there's
even more o come.”

Kimbal Goluska, 52, a Chicage native who attended Lovola
Acaclerny and received his Bachelor of Ans from Northwestern
University in wrban planning, has been actively involved in property
and commupaty development on the South Side since his matrscula-

tion — first as a partner with Skidmore, Owings and Memill Inc.
[S0M), and most recently as the founder of his own consulting fiem,
The Chicago Consuléants Studie Inc. His firm serves as a consultant
for Draper & Kramer Inc., and he says that the South Side has some
distinet advantages which continge to attract business owners and
{amilies o establish Toots, or to reconnect with who chose to remain
during leaner years.

“There 1= a remendous amount of development going on right
now and [ see it first hand, not only as a conswltant bat as & resident,
Goluska said. “My wife and [ moved into an area now known as
Diearborn Park in March 1981 with our dogs, only expecting to
remain for about three vears, But we are still here, just like a lot of
the ariginal residents.”

Dearborn Park was the brammchild of Ferd Kramer, now
deceased, who was one of the parners at SOM and took an interest
in reclaiming the old railroad lands in the South Loop for residential
development. Kramer, along with other civie leaders, had a vision of
tamimg the land into a real neighborhood,

Goluska says that the success of Dearbom Park, which opened
in 1979-1980, spawned 2 whole series of resurgence on the South
Side — from the South Loop to Bronzeville, and now cven as far
South as Hvde Park.

“Diearborn Park remains one of the most succesful urban
development sfories in U.S. history, and other projects are following
theat model to produce sorme properties that are not only quite beauti-
finl but affordable,” be said. “But it has taken the active involvernent
of commumity leaders too in order to get the kind of positive results
that one sees inday. 1f vou ook atl the lakefront, neighborhoods on
the South Side have more boulevards and are closer to the water tham
seme of the higher priced properties in Lincoln Park. It's withoat
question. ome of the hottest markets right now i the city.”

Goluskn adds that even with the vision of business, civie and
community leaders, it was the demolition of the Chicago Housing
Authority (CHA) properties and the commilment o rebudld residen-
tial, mixed-meome housing that made the way for newer develop-
ment projects, ke Lake Park Crescent {anodher
property of Draper and Kramer).

“We are now looking at revisiling a project that was first buslt
in the 19507 called Lake Meadows, located along King Drive from
3lst to 35th streets,” he said. “We hope 1o create a much more
milensive retail arca that will attract all kinds of people.”

But he wams specalative mvestors — those who might seek to
enter the budding war in order to quickly buy and then sell property
for a significant pain — 1o stay away,

“When you buy property in Dearborn Park, vou hawe to live on
the property for a minimum of two years,™ he said. “Those who need
to move before cannot put their property on the market before the
Park's association has the opportunity to buy it back. [t's not one of
those cases of White flight either where Whites are now returning 1o
arcas that have depreciated in value, as Blacks leave for the suburbs
or other neighborhoods. Quite frankly, [ believe the South Side will
remain predomimantly Afican Amencan, but it continaes to attract
Whites, and now a lot of Asians given its proximity to Chinatown.

“You're seeing a return of children and now grandc hildren te
South Side neighborhoods, where their roots can be traced back a
generation or two. This is the real fabaic of these communities, and
it's an amazing time to live on the South Side.

Goluska can be reached at cssi@ocitualioine com or
at 312/357-1557.



